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December 7, 2009

La Voie's Landscape Mgmt., Inc.

66 Wyman Bog Rd.  Winslow, Me.  04901
207-872-2368

www.lavoieslandscape.com

Holiday Letter #8, December 2009

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah!
I am writing this in the hope that something very unique and inspirational comes forth.  Over the past year, I have written and published my second book, and become a landlord with 16 tenants living in our buildings.  Both these endeavors have changed me irreversibly, keeping me at the edge of my comfort zone the entire time.  I have been offered some valuable lessons here, and I will try to squeeze some gems from this “long, strange trip.”

From a spiritual point of view, a particular challenge in being a landlord is that often, I find myself upset with someone:  Either because I’m being told a lie to avoid payment of rent or because someone is treating my property in a disrespectful way.  Harboring resentment is not how I wish to spend my time, so my challenge is to be firm, uphold my terms and standards, and practice the art of “not taking things personally,” as outlined in one of my favorite books, “The Four Agreements,” by don Miguel Ruiz.
In writing my book, I filled it full of idealistic, time-tested advice for the purpose of guiding my young daughter through her time on this fantastic planet.  I have been humbled several times, realizing that I sometimes fall flat on my face in my efforts to follow my own roadmap.  (Go ahead, take my advice! I’m not using it!)  This realization has me battling that fine line:  Striving to be better, but being happy with who I am at the same time.  I once heard someone say, “God loves us just the way we are…but he loves us too much to leave us that way.”  I hope he’s not done with me yet.
I’d remarked in a previous incarnation of this letter that Christmas seems to be coming earlier each year, and I was not disappointed this year.  And maybe I’m naïve, but the early arrival doesn’t seem to be “commercially” motivated.  Sure, the window displays are switched from spooks to sleigh bells, passing right over sweet potatoes, squash,  and stuffing; but I saw electric candles twinkling in house windows, low-voltage icicles on the eaves, and big inflatable Santa’s flopping around in leaf-strewn front yards, as if lamenting the lack of snow--all before the ink on the Thanksgiving shopping-list was even dry.  This is good stuff.  The number of days that we bear glorious, sappy, goodwill to all men and women, on an ever increasing upward trend; the angels would stand and applaud, don’t you think?
It was another good year for LaVoie’s Landscape Mgmt. Inc.  We are about to enter our twenty second year serving Central Maine.  And I know it’s a cliché, but our success is owed to people:  My wife’s love and support, the unending loyalty and devotion of my “lieutenant,” Troy Maddux, and the very life of the business--all of YOU. There are many other companies out there, and I pray that we never forget how fortunate we are that you choose us, year after year. 
I leave you with these thoughts:  May we always be thankful for simply being alive, having things that make us laugh, good food to eat, and good family to love;  may God always help us to be the kind of people that make the world a little better just by being in it, and may we never forget that we are indeed our brother’s (and sister’s) keepers.  

Thank you and bless you,
Ken, Deb  & Elissa Rose LaVoie – The LaVoie Family
And Troy Maddux, Lawn Maintenance 

